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From the Washington Union, April 1.
NMILITARY CONTRIBUTIONS.

Leiter of the President--Report of the
Secretary of the Treasury.

We are glad to see the system of military con-
i-ibutions proposed to be levied by the President
in Mexico, approved in advance by the National
intelligencer of this morning. It always givesus
nleasure when the able editors of that paper array
‘hemselves on the American side of any question,
snd we would rejoice still more, if we should
never again have occasion to dissent from their
riews, as regards the existing war with Mexico.
They are mistaken, however, in supposing that
(he system of eollecting duties in the ports of Mexi-
-0, as 2 military contribution originated with their
lisincuiched whig correspondent, Gen. Waddy
Thompson, late minister to Mexico. Long prior
to that publication, on reference to the files of the
Uunion of the 22d of December last, and among the
papers laid before Congress by the President, at
the very commencement of the last session, will be
found an able despatch of Judge Mason, Secretary
of the Navy, directing the collection of duties on
imports at a rate not exceeding our present tariff,
in such of the ports of California, as might be in
our possession by conquest. Indeed, immediately
afier the commencement of the war, the imposuion
of duties in the ports of Mexico, was well consid-
ered by the President and his cabinet, and approv-
ed, if Mexico should determine to protract the con-
test. Orders to collect these duties in California,
were actually transmitted as we have shown as
early as the 5th of November last, which orders
have probably reached their destination before this
date. In Tampico and Matamoras, however, so
much nearer to the capital of Mexico, and where
the measure would be calculated 10 produce deep
feeling, it was delayed in hope that the contest
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ments, and in some casses to want and ruin. The
name of an American, instead of affording, as it
should have done, the most ample protection to all
our citizens in Mexico, was but an invitation to
outrages and insults the most aggravated and io-
tolerable. Before the annexation of Texas, she
had, as the tables of our imports and exports show,
substantially driven our merchants and commerce
from the ports and cities of Mexico. From the
frequent outrages upon the persons and property
of our citizens trading with Mexico, rendering
our whole commerce there insecure, our exports
to Mexico fell off from more than six millions of
dollars, in 1835, to $368,000, in 1845, and our
imports from Mexico (almost exclusively specie
fell from 9,490,000, in 1835, to $1,702,000, in
1845 ; and when Texas—a nation as soveréign as
Mexico, recognised as an independent government
by the great powers of the carth, and with as clear
a right to decide her own destiny for herself—
resolved, with our assent. to become a State of
this Union, Mexico, in defiance of every rule of
right, and of every principle of justice, soon there-
after, announced war as existing with this country,
and proceeded in a short time, as well by atro-
cious massacres, as by public military movements,
to shed the precious blood of American citizens
upoa the sacred soil of one of the States of the
American Union. Again and again, in a spirit of
generous and magnanmmous forbearance, whieh
Mezxico seems wholly unable or unwilling to ap-
preciate, we offered to negotiate for peace, appeal-
mg to her to agree to terminate this contest; but
all our friendly offers and appeals are met by in-
sulting refusals, and she seems resolved to con-
tinue this contest at all hazards. This is deeply
regretted by the administration. One of the great
'trusts confided to it by the American people, was
to unfetter our commerce as the best means of
maiotaining peace, and advancing our own best
interests in common with those of all of the nations
of the world. Peace was the policy and ardent
desire of the administration; but it has been frus-
tratcd by the perverse obstinacy of Mexico, in the
war which she has so unjustly commenced, and
still more unjustly iosists upon prosecuting against
our country. This war occurred at the very pe-
riod when the administration was engaged in en-
deavoring to fulfil one of its sacred trusts, by re-
ducing the duties, and unfettering the commerce
of the American people. The war greatly em-
barrassed and endangered the success of this benign
policy, although 1t did not effect its overthow.
The question now is, must the American people
submi: to new and heavy loans and grievous taxa-
tion, or shall we subject the enemy by every law-
ful contribution during the war to those burdens
which Mexico insists vpon imposing on us by re-
fusing to terminate the contest? We have en-
deavored by every offer of peaceful negotiation to
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right also to establish a témporary military go-
ernment over such seaports, towns or provinces,
and1o prescribe the conditions and restrictions upon
which commerce with such places may be per-
mitted. He may, in his discretion, exclude all
trade ; or admit it, without limitation or restric-
tion; or impose terms, the observance of which
will be the condition of carrying it on. One of
these conditions may be the payment of a prescri-
bed rate of duties on tonnage and imports.

In the exercise of these unquestioned rights of
war, I bave, on full consideration, detezmined to
order that all the ports or pleces in Mexico which
now are, or hereafier may be, in the actual pos-

) [ sestion of our land and naval forces by conquests,

may continue, to the cofnmerce of all neutral na-
tions, as well as to our own, in articles not contra-
band of war, upon the payment of prescribed rates
of duties, which Will be made known and enforced
by eur military and naval commanders.

While the adoption of this policy will be to im-
pose a burden on the enemy, and at the same time
to deprive them of the revenue to bederived from
trade, at such ports or places, as well as to secure
it to ourselves, whereby the expenses of the war
may be diminished—a just regard to the general
interests of commerce, and the obvious advantages
of uniformity in the exercise of these belligerent
rights, require that well-considered regulations and
restrictions shall be prepared for the guidance of
those who may be charged with carrying it into
cflect.

You are therefore instructed to examine the ex-
isting Mexican tariff of duties, and report (0 me a
schedule of articles of trade, to be admitted at such
ports or places as may at any time be in our mili-
tary possession, with such rates of duties on them,
and also on tonnage, as will be likely to produce
the grcatest amount of revenue. You will also
communicite the considerations which may recom-
mend the scale of duties which you may prepare,
and will submit such regulations as you may deem
advisable, in order to enforce their collection.

As the levy ofthe contribution proposed is a
military right, derived from the laws of nations,
the collection and disbursement of the duties will
be made under the orders of the Secretary of War
and the Secretary of Navy, by the military and
naval commanders at the ports or places in Mexi-
co which may be in possession of our arms. The
report required is therefore necessary in order to
‘enable me to give proper directions to the War
and Navy Departments.

JAMES K. POLK.

WasnineToN, March 23, 1847.

Treaswry DeparTMENT, March, 30, 1847.

Sir : Your instructions of the 23d instant have
been received by this depariment, and in conformi-

prevent the occurrence of war ; the war itself has
been prosecuted on our partin a :jnrit of lenity
and forbearance almost unexampled ; new offers
of peace have been again made by us to Mexico,

ty thereto, I present you herewith, for your con-
'sideration, a scale of dutics proposed to be collect-
ed as a military contribution during the war, in
the ports of Mexico, in possession of our army or
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all kinds, cotton goods or textures, chiefly such as
made by ourselxes; pork, fresh or sahe?; smoked
or corned, “woollen or cotton blankets or counter-
nes, shoes and slippers, wheat, and grain of all
inds. Such is a list of dut a part of the articles
whose importation is prohibited by the Mexican
tariff. These prohibitions should not be permitted
to continue, because they exclude most of our pro-
ducts and fabrics, and prevent the collection of
revenue.
. We turn from the prohibitions to the actual du-
ties jm by Mexico. The duties are specific
throughout, and almost universally by weight, ir-
respective of value, are generally protective or ex-
orbitant, and withouta discrimination for revenne.

shall be opened, while our military occupalioq’The duties proposed to be substituted are moderate

when compared with those imposed by Mexico,
being generally reduced to a standard more than
one-half below the Mexican duties. The duties
are also based upon a discrimination throughout,
for revenue, and keeping in view the custom and
habits of the people of Mexico, so different from
our own, are fixed in each case at that rate, which,
it is believed, will produce in Mexican ports the
largest amount of revenue,

In order to realize from this system the largest
amount of revenue, it would be necessary that our
army and pavy should seize every important port
and place upon the Gulf of Mexico, or California,
or the Pacific, and open the way through the in-
terior for the free transit of imporns and exports,
and especially that the interior passage through
the Mexican isthmus should be sccured from ocean
to ocean for the benefit of our commerce, and that
of all the world. This measure, whilst it would
greatly _Increase our revenue from these duties,
and faciltate communication between our forces
upon the eastern and western coast of Mexico,
would probably lead, at the conclusion ot a peace,
to results of incalculable importance to our own
commerce and to that of all the world.

In the meantime the Mexican government mo-
nopoly in tobacco, from which a considerable
revenue is realized by Mexico, together with the
culture there which yields that revenue, should be
abolished, so aste diminish the resources of that
government, and angment our own, by collecting
the duty upon all the imported tobacco. The
Mexican interior transit dulies should alsq be abol-
ished, and their internal government duty on coin
and bullion. The prohibition of exporis and du-
ties upon exports should be annulled, and especial-
ly the heavy export duty on coin and bullion, so
as lo cheapen and facilitate the purchase of imports,
and permit the precious metals untaxed to flow out
freely from Mexico into general circulation.
Quicksilver and machinery for working the mines
of precious metals in Mexico, for the same reasons,
‘should also be admitted duty-free; which, with
‘the measures above indicated, would largely in-
crease the production and circulation of the  pre-
‘cious metals, improve our own commerce and in-
‘dustry, and that of all neutral powers.

In thus opening the ports of Mexico to the com-

goods, including the necessaries of life, at less than
one-half the prices which they had heretofore paid
for them, the war might in time become a benefit,
instead of a burden to the people of Mexico, and
they would, therefore, be unwilling to terminate
the contest. It is hoped, also, that Mexico, after a
peace, will never renew her present prohibitory

ancient China or Japan, but that liberalized, en-
lightened, and regenerated by the contact and inter-
course with our people, and those of other civili-
zed nations, she will continue the far more mode-
rate system of duties resembling that prescribed by
these regulations. '
In the meamimek it isnot just that Mexico, by
her obstinate persistance in this contest, should
compel us to overthrow our own financial policy,
and arrest this great nation in her high and pros-
rous career. To reim high duties, would
alike injurious to ourserf::lnd all neutral pow-
ers, and, unless demanded by a stern necessity, un-
generous 1o those enlightened nations which have
adopted, cotemporaneously with us, a more liberal
commercial policy. The system you now pro-
pose, of imposing the burden as fir as practicable
upon our enemies, the people of Mexico, and not
upon ourselves or upon friendly nations, appears
to be most just in itself, and is further recommend-
ed as the only ‘Po!icy which is likely to hasten
the conclusion of a just and honorable prace.
A tonnage duty on all vessels, whether our own,
or of neutra) powers, of one dollar per ton, which

recommended in licu of all port dutics and char-
ges.
the rates at which foreign money is fixed by law,
as also a separate table of currencies by usage, in
which a certificate of value is required to be at-
tached to the invoice. There is also annexed a
table of foreign weights and measures, reduced to
the standard of the United States, together with
blank forms, to facilitate the transaction of busincss.

gested shall be collected exclusively in gold and
silver coin. These duties can only ge

Navy respectively.

each being countersigned by the other as a check

withoat duty nto the Mexican ports, which we
may occupy from time to time, and aflording those

and protective system, so nearly resembling that of

is greatly less than that imposed by Mexico, is

Appended to these regulations arc tables of

It is recommended that the duties herein sug-

collected as
a military contribution, through the agency of our
brave officers of the army and navy, who will, no
doubt, cheerfully and faithfully collect and keep
ithese moneys, and aecount for them, not to the
treasury, but to the Secretaries of War or of the
It is recommended that these
duties be performed by the commandant of the
post, whether naval or military, aided by the pay-
master or purser, or other officer, the accounts of

upon mistakes or error, in the same mnanner as is
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] From the Washington Union, Aptil &
Very imnteresting from beoth Armies.
Despaiches from Gen. Taylor—The great loss
of the Mezican army—Loss of the Amerd
cans— List of our killed and wounded— Agun

Nueva again occupied by our troops— Relread,

starvaiion, desertion, and disorganization of

Santa Anna's army. r
Successful landing of Gen. Scoti at Vera Cruz—

Invesiment of the town and castle—The sur:

render of both expected in a few days.

We have pever published a number of the
Union, that was fraught with more interesting pa+
pers than the preseat. Independently of the ime
portant letter of the President, and the admirablg
report of the Secretary of the Treasury, in reply,
upon the duties to be levied on imports into the
poris.of Mexico, we lay before our 1eaders the ver
ry interesting despatches from Gen. Taylor, and @
letter from Commmodore Conner, concerning the
landing of our troops at Vera Cruz. The two
sets of despatehcs were bronght by the southern
stcamboat this evening. The despatches from
General Taylor were brought to the Scerctary of
War by Mr. .Crittenden, a volunteer aid of Gen.
Taylor. The commodore’s letter came to the
Sccretary of the Navy through the mail from
New Orleans. - ,

Gen. Taylor's lctters confirm the brilliant vie-
tory which was won by our arms at Buena Vis-
ta. The loss of the enemy by battle is less thad
was originally repoitcd, thoogh it is heavy indeed.
Our own loss is considerably less, though i com-
prises some of the best and bravest men of otv
glorions army, made up, as it was, mostly of vol-
unteers, co-operating with some of the finest regu-
lar troops in the woild. Bat the loss of the Mox-
ican army blf starvation, desertion, and disorgani-
zation is still more striking. Gen. Taylor's three
despatches are respectively dated February 24th,
25th, and March 1st. They state, in the general's
usually lacouic, medcst, but expressive terms, the
beginning, cud, and some of the mosl imporlanf
results of this remarkable bwitle. ‘The most im-
portant of these results is t'h'e'lgrcnt loss of the ene-~
my—their retreat, and paitial, perhaps total dissos
lation—their fatal disorganization—their uiter ine
capacity lo harass at thiz time our own troops;
who have returned to their original position af
Agna Nueva. Gen. Taylor has scnt a corps
farther 1o harass Lim on the retreat, and to scizg
his supplivs. T'he general funther proposes to res
tarn to Montercy, and re-open the communication
between that town and the Rio Grande. The
panic of the Mcxican marauders is ealenlated of
nzelf almost 1o «ffect this object in a few days,
We cannot but again congratulate our country on
this brilliant victory.

| We subjoin a list of the
now the case with the collector or naval officer of  killed and wounded of our army, The death of
our several principal ports, which has introduced [those brave mcen aflects every American heart
so much order and accuracy into our system. Itjwith the keencst sympathy. It is the eypress in-
is suggested that, as in some cases the attention of ' terwoven with the laarel. .

the commandant ot the post might be ncccssary | If we turn oor eyes farther to the sotth, bright

for the performance of other duties, he be permit- | achievements again await us, to heighten the glo-
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might be terminated by peaceful negatiation. This,

and again, since the rising of Congress, contuma-!navy by conquest, with regulations for the ascer-
however, has beeu again and again tried by the

merce of the world, you would present to all na- ; ted to substitute some other officer, making known | ry of our country. We lay before our readers
cious!y refused. OQur forbearance and lenily have |tainment and collection of such du!iﬂ, lng.'l.hﬂ'

tions with whom we are at peace the best evidence | the fact to the Secretaries of War or of the Nary, (the only despatch from Commodore Conner,

President, but without success, and even since the
adjournment of Congress, we have received, what
must be regarded, at least for the present, the ob-
sinate refusal of Mexico to negntiate for peace.
Upon the receipt of this intelligence, the President,
with the uaanimous sanction of his cabinct, resolv-
ed 1o put into immediate Bperation the system of
duties now proposed, as the best means ol levying
military contributions in Mexico. The right thus

not been appreciated by Mexico; they have been

with the reasons which appear to me 1o recom-

of your desire to maintain with them our friendly

.and subject to their dircction. which relates to the dibarkation of our troops at

mend their adoption. _
It is clear that we must either adopt our own ta-
tiff; or that of Mexico, or establish a new system

mistaken by her for weakness and timidity on our
part, and it would seem now that nothing short of |
the most rigorous war, and the largest praclicublel ! >
contributions, will compel her to restore our peace- | of duties. Our own tariff could not be adopted,
ful relations. because the Mexican exports and imports are so

Money being the sinews of war, the revenues of | different from our own, that different rates of du-
the belligerent are as necessary to their success as | tics are indispensable in o1der to collect the largest
armies or navies; and these revenues, being pub- {revenue. Thus, upon many articles produced in

relations, to render the war to them productive of |
as litle injury as possible, and even to advance | obcdient servant.
their interests oo far as it safely can be done, by
aflording to them in common with ourselves, the
advantages of a liberal commerce with Mexico.
T'o extend this commerce, you will have unsealed
the ports of Mexico, repealed their interior transit
dutics which obstruct the passage of merchandise| At a very critical point of the battle on the 23d

R. J. WALKER,
Secretary of the Treacury.
To THE PRESIDENT.

The KHentucky Regimient:
AN INCIDENT AT THE BATTLE OF BUENA VISTA.

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your

Vera Cruz. Never was any landing more hap-
pily effectud—with finer weather, and under more
auspicious circumsiances. Aunother and a luter
letter is received from the commodors; but it
touches other topics. T'he B:critary has received
tanother letter from a distingnished officer of the
inavy, under date of the 13th Marchj and he

, | seems to speak of the surrender of the city and
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lic property, may be seized and confiscated, and abundance _horo, duties must be imposed at the
diverted to our own use during the contest. Mexi- | lowest rate in order to collect any revenue; where-
co herself now seizes our pu 7ic property and rev- |as, many of the same articles are not produced in
enues, wherever she can find them. She is en- | Mexico, or to a very inconsiderable extent, and |
garded as unanimonsly approved. deavoring also to cnlist the whole world ina t‘vould therefore bear there a much higher duty
Prace has its laws, as well as war; but the stern | general spoliation of our commerce and revenue, | for revenue. A great change is also rendered
and iron rules of the latter are ordiined, not by ! by the seizure of American merchant vessels and Inec?-ssnry by the proposed exaction of duties on
ordinary legislative enactments, but are to be found | cargo on every sea, $o as to weaken our resources :all imports to any Me_xlcnn port in our possession,
in the unwritten code of the law of nations. It is |and augment her own. Under these CII'Cl"l!a&l'-l'jfrom any other Mexican port occupied by us in
thie law applying to our army and navy, which |ces, she can have no just cause of complaint, if ,the same manner. This measure would largely
regulates our military rights as well as those of | we divert her revenues derived from duties from | increase the revenue which we might collcc!.. t
all other bellizerents, and ameng these is the un- | her treasury, where they are used against vs, and  is recommended, however, for reasons of obvious

to and from the coast ; you will have annulled the | when it became necessary to sustain one of our  castle as certain in a few days. We are indcbicd
government duty on coin and bullion, and abolish- | columns, which was staggering undecr a charge ,to the New Orleans papers for the piore ntercsts
ed the heavy export duties on the precious metals, l made by the Mexicans in overwhelming numbrrs, ! ing subsequent dctails about the invesiment of the
so as to permit them to flow out freely for the bene- J Gen. Taylor despatched Mr. Crittendcti to order | place, and the fesw logses which we have snstained,
fit of mankind ; you will have expunged the long ; Col. McKee, of the 2d Kentucky Regiment, to We shall wait for fuither accounts fromt the army |
list of their prohibited articles, and reduced more |bring his men into immediate action. Mr. Crit- |and :quadion of Vera Ciuz with the griatest im- b
than one-half their duties on imports, whilst the Itcndf:n found the regiment, men and officers, mgeri patience ; and hope that many days will not elapse
freest scope would be left for the mining of the | for the fray, delivered the order, and rode back to | before we shall have the pleasiire of congraiulat-

precious metals, These are great advantages the General, by whose side it was his duty to keep. | ing our country upon the possestion of one of the :
which would be secured to friendly nations, ‘es- | The Kentuckians moved forward in gnlzmt style, | strongest military posts on the globe—the key of !
pecially when cotfipared with the exclusion of {led by McKee and Clay, both of whom, alas! ﬁ-ll, Mexico—which operns the gate of the approach to
their commerce by rigorous blockades. It is true,  in a subscquent part of the day. [t so happened, | the capilol.

paitially exercised in California, having been laid
before Congress ai the commencement of the last
session, and having encountered no opposition
there, or throughout the country, may well be re-

questioned and unquestionable right of levying | collect those revenues ourselves, as the best means  safety, that this Mexican c:mslwrse trade sh?uld.be
of bringing the contest to a speedy and honorable confined to our own vessels, as well as the interior
conclusion. trade, above any port of entry in our possession,

It will be seen that the Sceretary of the Freasu- ' but that in all other respects, the ports of Mexico
ry, whose estimates as to revenue heretofore have | held by vs should be freely opened at the rate of
' never exceeded the results, calculates on a large duties hercin recommended to the vesselsand com-
He  merce of all the world. The ad valorem system

military contributions upen the enemy.

This right is now exercised by Mexico against
us, both as to public and even private property,
and we must posscss this right in a conflict even
nith the weakest enemy, or it does not belong o

us, if summoned 1o battle against the greatest allied | addition to our resources from these duties. i
: he wo g . | estimatcs also that this revenue will be largely | of duties adepted by us, although by far the most

powers of the world. To surrender this right,

the duties collected from these imports tvould be 'that before reaching a position from which they

munlly true, that the expenses of the war which | cross a valley, which was broken up bj
exico insists upon prosecuting, are borme excly- and masses of stone.

sively by ourselves and not by foreign nations. It the heads orly of the men could be scen from the
cannet be'doubted but that all neutral nations will  point which General Taylor and Mr. Crittenden
see in the adoption of such a course by you, a'occupied—and these were bobbing up and down
manifestation of your.good will towards them, and and crosswise in such confusion, as to impress both

for the benefit of our own government ; but it is icou!d deliver an effective fire, the regiment had to
ravines
Whilst crossing this valley,

Every patriot will rejoice at these cheering ac-
counts. It accomplishes one of the great objects
which every American patriot onght to have at
heart—and it is calculated to ¢« fiect another. We
go for an honorable wat, and an honorable peace.
The one certainly leads to the other.

Since writing the above, we understand that
Mr. Crittenden left Qenreral Taylor, with his

augmented by the occupation of the ports on each just and cquitable, yet requires an appraisement to
'side of the Mexican isthmus, (which is about one ! ascertain the octual valqe of every article. This
hundred and thirty miles from sea to sea,) and se- ‘demands great mercantile skill, knowledge, and

a strong desire to advance those just and humane | with the idea that the regiment had fallen ifo dis- | artiy, at Agua Nueva oh the % Mgrch, and’ f
principles, which make it the duty of belligerents,  order. The Mexicaiis were ahhoying them at the | brought the despatches along the usual route from
as we have always contended, 1@ render the war | saine moment by a fire, which helped 1o confirm | Montercy to Camargo, under the cscort of about )

would strip us of one of the vital attributes of sov-
ereign power, would place us upon an unequal
footing with every belligerent, would impair the

wellare and interest of the country, might sacrifice
the lives of our heroic defenders, might turn our
viclories into defeats, and even endanger the safety
of the republic. Without this right, also, we
might never be able to conquer a peace, and ils
rxercise is most appropriate at this time, when
Mexico, unable to meet our gallant forces in the
ficld, now mainly relics on a war upon our treas-
vary and finances, through a lingering and ex-
pnsive contest. It iz the Department of the
Treasury which Mexico expects to break down,
tad we shall see whether our finances are not as
impregnable as our armies.

It is recogniged by the law of nations; admitted
by the distingnished commentaters on that law,
and affirmed by the highest judicial authorities
of this country, and of the world; that, during a
war, one belligerent, in poss:sion by conguest of
nny of the ports or territory of another, has a right
lo establish a temporary mililary government
there, through the oider of itg executive, as the
commander-in-chief of the army and navy, and has
aiso the right, through the same aathority, to levy
insuch parts or places, military contributions upon
the enemy. This right is exercised to aid in de-
fraying the exprnscs of the war, to augment our
owa resources during the contest, as also to dimin-
ith and cxhaust those of the enemy, %0 as to com-
pel him to agree more speedily to an honorable
peace. This right presopposes that' the nation
making the conquest and levying the contributions,
ielies upon the justice of her cause, respounsible for
her acts to the God of battles, and to the enlighten-
¢d judgment of the civilized nations of the world.
For nearly the fourth of  century Mexico has in-
ficted upon our country a series of wrongs, out-
rages, and insults unparalelled in history. She
has, during a period of profound peace, repeatedly
insulted our flag, seized and confiscated the proper-
iy of our unoffending citizens, arrested and maimn-
ed some of them, and deprived others of life and
l'bﬂ‘ly- When she-had atlast acknowledged some
of these injurics, and promised by solemn treaty
tipulations to make atonement for them, notf as a
debt, but as a satisfaction for atrocious wrongsand
Insulte, justifying of themselves an appeal to the
last cogart of nations, she has violated these sacred
compacts, and thereby reduced many Amecrican
Glizens and their families o serious embarrass

curing the free transit across that isthmus for our
commerce, and that of all the world. At this|
isthmus the navigable waters of the two oceans
approach within about sixty miles, the interme-
diate distance being practicable, for a canal or a
railroad. Whenever such a work, at some pe-.
! riod, may be completed, it would bring New Or- |
l_ leans within four days of the Pacific, and within |
'twwo weeks of California and Oregon; the dis-|
'tance from New York wotld only be about one
! week greater, and our whole commerce would be
brought within nearly thirty days of Asia. This
{ important subject is thus alluded to in the extract
which we auote from Mr. Walker's last treasury |
report of the 10th December lnst,in which, speak-
'ing of the warehouse bill, he says: ® Our chief
' commercial cities are already nearer than those of
Europe, to the centre of the territory, commerce,
'and population of the world, and are destined, at
' no distant day, to be biought still nearer, whentlhe
E waters of the Atlantic and Pacific shall be united
'at the Mexican isthmus, which, combined with
'our possessions on the Pacific, would revolution.
| ize in our lavor the commerce of the world, and
more rapidly advance our greatness, wealth and
power, than any event that has occurred since the
adoption of the constitution.” When Mr. Walk-
er wrote this sentence, he could scarcely have sup-
posed that the great measnre should be so near its
accomplishment, as to be ranked among the great
achievements to be accomplished by the adminis-
tration of President Polk.

Immportant Documents.
| To the Secretary of the Treasury : )

Sir: The government of Mexico having re-
peatedly réjected the friendly overtures of the
United States to open negotiations with a view to
the restoration of peace, sound policy, and a just
regard to the interests of our own country, require
tknt the enemy should be made, as far as practica-
ble, to bear the expenses of a war, of which they
are the authors, and which they obstinately persist
in protracting. )

Rt is the right of the conqueror to levy contribu-
tions upon the enemy, in their seaports, towns, or |
provinces, which may be in his military possession
by conquest, and to apply the same to defray the

cxperience, and therefore, for the want of skilful
appraisers—a class of officers wholly unkmown in

exico—could not at once be put into successful
operation there. If, also, as proposed, these duties

lare to be ascertained and collected as a military

contribution throtgh the officers of our army and
navy, those brave men could more easily perform
almost any other duty than that of estimating the
value of every description of goods, wares, and
merchandise.

The system of specific dutics alrcady prevails
in Mexico, and may be put by s into immediate
operation; and if, as conceded, specific duties
should be more burdensome upon the people of
Mexico, the more onerous the operation of these
duties upon them, the sooner it is likely that they
will force their military rulers ta agree to a peace.
It is certainr that a mild and forbearing system of
warfare, collecting no duties in their ports in our
possession on the Gulf, snd levying no contribu-
tions, whil#t our armies purchase supplics from
them at high prices, by rendering the war a bene-
fit to the people of Mexico rather than an injury,
has not hastened the conclusion of a pence. I
may be, however, that specific duties, onerous as
they are, and heavy contributions, accompanied
by a vigorous prosecution of the war, may more
epeedily insure that prace which we have failed to
obtain from magnanimous forbearance, from bril-
liant victories, or from proffered negotiation. The
duties, however, whilst they may be specific, and
therefore more enerous than ad valorem duties,
should not be so high as to defeat revenfie.

It is impossible to adopt as a basis the tariff of
Mexico, because the duties are exfravagantly high,
defeating importation, commerce, and revenue, and
producing innumerable frands and smuggling.
There are also sixty articles, the importation of
which into Mexico is strictly prohibited by their
tariff, embracing most of the necessaries of life,

fabrics.

Among the sixty prohibited artieles are sugar,
rice, cotton, boots, and half boots, coffre, nails of
all kinds, leather of most kinds, flour, cotton yarn
and thread, soap of all kinds, common earthen-
ware, lard, molnsses, timber of all kinds, mdd!cs:
of all kinds, coarse woollen cleth, cloth for cloaks, :

'expentes of the war. ‘T'he congneror posscsses the

ready-made elothing of all kinde, salt; tobaceo of jwar; whercas, by admitting our exports freely

and far the greater portion of dar products and | flow into otr country to an amoant, perhaps. soon

in which they are engaged, as little injurious as
practicable to meutral powers.

These dufies would not be ithposed upon any
imports into our own country, but only upon im-

people of Mexico in the enhaneemeni to them of
the prices of these imports.  Nearly all our own
products are excluded by the Mexican tariff, even
in time of peace; they are excluded also during
the war; so far as we continue the system of hlock-
ading any of the ports of Mexico; and they are
also excluded even from the ports rot blockaded
in possession of Mexico, whereas the new system
would soon 6pen to our commerce all the ports of
Mexico, as they shall fall into our military posses-
sion. Neither our own nor foreign mercg.ams are
required to send any goods to Mexico, and, if they
do o voluntarily, it will be because they can make
a profit upon the importation there, and therefore
they will have ne right to complain of the duties
levied in the ports of §lexico, upon the consumers
of those goods, the prople of Mexico. The whole
money collected would inure to the benefit of our
own government and penpfe, to sustain the war,
and fo prevent, to that extent, new loans and in-
creased tuxation. Indeed, in view of the fact that
the government is thrown upon the ordinary reven-
ues for peace, with no other additional resources
but loans to carry on the war, the ircome to be de-
rived from the new system, which, it is believed,
will be large, if these suggestions are adopted,
would be highly important to sustain the credit of
the government, to prevent the embarrassment of
the treasury, and 10 save the country from such
ruinous sacrifices asoccurred during the last year, |
including the inevitable legacy fo posterity of a
large debt and onerous taxation. The new system
would not only arrest the expensive transfer and
ruinous drain of specie to Mexico, but would cause
it in daties, -and in return for our exports, to re-

exceeding the nine millions of dollars which it
had reached in 1835, even under the restrictive
laws of Mexico, thus relieving our own people
from a grievous fax, and imposing it where it
should fall, upon our enemies, the peopfe of Mexi-
co, as a contribution levied upon them to congner
a peace, as well ae to defray the expenscs of the

ports mto Mexico, and the tax would fall upon lhe*depeuded, for the time being, upon the gallantry

'the opinion of the General that the Kentuckians , 2350 troops, commanded by Major Geddings, hav-
were thrown into dismay. ing along a train of some 130 empty wagons. As

It was one of those decisive criged which otcar | they approached Cerralvo, a small party was sent
in to provide forage, &c., when the, encmy undeg
Urrea, were discoverid, about 1.500 strong,
Our troops were immediately placed on the defen-
sive, and rcceived the assanlt of the superior nume
bers with the regolution of men datermined 1o cut
their way through. They were reptilsed with a

 in every comested field, where the issue of the day

of a particular corps.

QGen. Taylor; who, as before said, could ounly
see the heads of (he troops, and migled by their
| molions in gelting across gullies and going around ! _ )
'rocks and other obstructions into the belief that | loss of about 30 men, while we lost about half the
they were about to falter, turned to Mr. Crittenden, | number. A part of our baggage train was de
who is a Kentuckian, and with a countenance in- | stroyed, (40 or 50 of the wagons,) when the gal-
\dicating deep mortification, for the General is a | lant Urrca made his retreat in the direction of the
Kentuckian, too, and an eye fierce with emotion, Tuala pass. T'he teamsters were unwilling 10 pro-
exclaimed, “ By G—d, Mr. Criticnder, this will | cecd without a stronger cecort, and Mr. Critten-
not do—this is not the way for IKentuckians to be- ! den wns defained five or six days at Cerralvo,
have themselves when calfed upon to make good a | when Colonc| Curtis arrived fiomn Camargo wilh
batle—it will not answer, sir;”” and with thie he!a large lody of troops, He was oo late to oyer-
‘clinched his fist and knit his brow and set his | take Urrea, who had probably commenced hie
tecth hard together. Mr. Crittenden, who ias| retreal as soon as he l!eard of Santa Anna's dis-
' mistaken by the same indications that deceived the | comfiture.  Col. Curtis proceeded to Montercy,
General, cotild searcely make a reply from very |and the escort and train came on to Camargp, the
chagrin and shame. Ina few moments, however, | encmy having fl.d as rapidly as possible, and this
the Kentuckians had crossed the uneven places, | may be the last that we shall hear of them o this
and were scen azcending the slope of the valley, side of Tula and San Lgls for some 1imé,
shoulder to shoulder, and with the firm and regu- We were amused with an anecdote abm_ll the
lar step of veterans of a hundred ficlde. On they ammunition wagon, which, by some HFEIdPn!.
moved until they reached the crest of the hill,{was cut off with the others pear Cerralvo. It
where they met the enemy before the flush of =~ wa3 destroyed, as most of the others were, by fire,
temporary advantage had subsided. Here they |and when the explasion grexpectedly took place,
delivercd their fire by companies with such regu-| killing some, wounding others, and alarming all,
larity and deadly aim that the decimated phalanx | it was regarded as a Yankee trick, and some wa
of Mexico gave way and retreated precipitously. | said our wagons might henceforth stroll throv
As the Kentuckians emerged from the valley the|the land, nnhan:nrd, as cach would be regar ed
countenance of the old general, who was regard-|as some combustible machine, designed to enspare
ing them with the intensest interest, gradually re-|the Mexicans.

laxcd the bilterness of s expression. A glow of ke T ;a;lor”l _

pride supplanted the deep mortification which fix-

ed its muscles, and enthusiasm qualified the fierce { HEADQUARTERS ARnY or OccuraTiON,

glances of his eye. Forward they moved under Camp on the firld of baitle, Buena Vists,
Mexico, February 24, 1847.

his riveted gaze, whose feelings became more and -
Sir: I have the honor w report that, Laving

more wrought up as they approached the scene of ;

carnage. When they opened their fire the old | become aseured on the 20th inst, that the eacmy

general could no longer resirain his admiration. | bad assembled in very heavy force at Encarnaci-
on, thirty miles in front of Agua Nueva, wih the

but broke forth with a loud huzza. % Hurrah for r ‘ .
old Kentuck,” he exclaimed, talking as it were to | cvident design of attacking my position, 1 broke
up my camp at the latter place on the 21st, and

himself, and raiging i his saddle. . That’s the w
¥ do i — ' A took up a strong line in front of Buena Vista, sev-

Ltears of exultation rolled down his cheeks.

A d - = . lh h——-", d = lh ’li d f.h
) MRS AE et o Piz.e {cn miles south of Saltillo. A cavalry force Ich
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